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Dear Colleagues; 
 
The present council is at the last leg of 
its journey. The elections for the new 

council have been announced and the 
process will be completed by end of  
December to enable new body to take 
charge in 2018. 
 
I have received most fervent encourage-
ment from the President and veritable 
support from all, especially my Joint  
Secretary and the Editor. Others have 
also given me continuous stanchion in 
order to stand tall.  In particular when I 
moved to Parbati Project the work was 
not encumbered. This immensely speaks 
of the affection of my colleagues in ISEG 
and in the council.  
 
This is indeed a testimony of the 
strength of ISEG. The President and  
senior members of engineering and geo-
logical  fraternity were highly impressed 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  

The Conference was a grand success, 
where a number of key note lectures were 
delivered by eminent experts and high 
quality technical papers were   presented. 
I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude to 
everybody involved in the successful            
conduct of the Conference.  
 
In ISEG we, true to our slogan, try to 
bridge communications gap and dissipate 
information in order to build a world of 

Infrastructure Development where            
engineers and geologists are in            
perfect understanding and coordination 
with each other so that projects are            
completed in least cost and time through 
innovative ways.   

We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act,           
but a habit.                                        

ñAristotle 

SJVN Ltd 

Dear Professionals, 
  
It is a matter of great pride to all of us in 
ISEG that bi-annually we bring out news-
letter, which is of highest professional 
standard imbued with information, knowl-
edge and wisdom. We have                  
successfully conducted the International 
Conference on Engineering Geological 
Solutions for Sustainable development 
ñEGCON 2017ò, which was inaugurated 
by Shri Ajay Kumar Bhalla,   Secretary  
(Power), Government of India and             
Valedictory session was chaired by Shri 
S.D. Dubey, Ex-Chairperson, CEA and 
now Member (Technical), Appellate            
Tribunal for Electricity.  

by the organization of International  
Conference on ñEngineering Geological 
Solutions for Sustainable Developmentò 
which was organized at New Delhi in 
October 2017.  The venue, selection of 
key note  lectures and the papers were 
of highest class. I have received very              
positive feedback regarding excellent 
comparing and arrangements in the hall. 
I once again thank the core committee 
wholeheartedly which has put in               
immense  efforts in making this                     
conference a success. 
 
Well, engineering geology as a field is 
under great scrutiny in   India. I would 
like to place on record here that not 
seeking geological advice for placement 
of a high dam or ignoring the  recom-
mendations of geologists for engineering 
advantages has often resulted in losses 
in the final analysis. We are of the strong 
opinion that geology must play a signifi-
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May 2017 to October 2017  

BIANNUAL HIGHLIGHTS 

1. The 4th Executive Council Meeting of the ISEG was conducted on 13th May, 2017 at Expediting Office of SJVNL 
Ltd., IRCON Building, Saket, New Delhi under the Shri R. N. Misra, Chairmanship of President-ISEG. Shri Imran 
Sayeed, Secretary, ISEG conducted the meeting. Important matters such as finalization of issues pertaining to 
GOP-2017, organizing International Conference EGCON-2017, status of ISEG and IAEG membership and efforts 
taken to enhance the membership base were discussed. President, ISEG released the 1st Circular of EGCON-2017.  

2. ISEG Delhi-NCR Chapter under the aegis of ISEG has successfully organized (GOP-2017) on 15th & 16th July, 2017 
at Hotel Vibe, Lalit, Faridabad. The program was specially designed for young professionals engaged in various 
infrastructure development projects. The response to the Programme was overwhelming, in all 22 participants 
from 07  organizations attended the programme. It was inaugurated by Shri. R.N. Misra, President ISEG & CMD, 

SJVNL The two days Orientation Program contained 08 interactive lecture sessions and a field session.  

3. The 5th Executive Council Meeting of the ISEG was conducted on 5th August, 2017at Expediting Office of SJVNL 
Ltd., IRCON Building, Saket, New Delhi under the Chairmanship of Shri R. N. Misra President-ISEG and CMD, 
SJVNL. Dr. Gopal Dhawan, CMD, MECL and former President of ISEG and other executive council members were 
also present in the meeting. Completion Report and Financial Closure Statement of GOP-2017 were presented by 
Shri N.K. Mathur, Convener. Various issues pertaining to EGCON-2017 viz., finalization of venue, organising         
committees, status of abstracts and full papers, financial status and sponsorship etc. were discussed.  Finalization 
of dates for Election of next ISEG Executive Council for the term 2018-19 was also discussed. Shri R.N. Misra, 
President , ISEG released the Second Circular of EGCON-2017.  

 4. An International Conference ñEngineering Geological Solutions for Sustainable Developmentò also called ñEGCON-
2017ò was organized by ISEG on 7th & 8th October 2017 at Eros Hotel, New Delhi. Shri Ajay Bhalla, Secretary, 
Ministry of Power, Govt. of India inaugurated the conference. The conference was attended by more than 150 
delegates from various Govt. organizations, PSUôs, private companies and consultants. More than 60 abstract 
were received. Twelve Keynote lectures were delivered by eminent professionals and about 35 technical papers 
were presented during the two days conference. Golden Jubilee Volume of the journal was also released. 
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This being last newsletter of present Council, I want to thank  
everybody and wish all the best to all of you. Let us promise that 
we shall work hard to take our society to the commanding heights.  
 

cant role in site selection. Still there are instances coming to light 
that major engineering projects in infrastructure sector or in            
hydropower have suffered because the decision makers have failed 
to strike the correct balance between engineering advantages and 
geological advice.  And when it has been consciously decided to 
tackle poor geological conditions for a better engineering layout 
here no use of sniveling over spilt milk. It is also high time we  
appreciate that favorable geology in large engineering structures is 
also an engineering advantage because in the final analysis it           
results in timely completion of projects and cost cutting. Having 
said that let me also point out that even adverse geology can also 
be tackled if adequate measures are specified and time schedules 
are kept for the same.  
 
Thus the importance of multi disciplinary approach in site selection 
by seasoned professionals is a must where experience simply   
cannot be replaced by only enthusiasm. In site selection, unless 
you have deep and varied knowledge of the subject, perspicacity of 
relating engineering structures with topography, geomorphology, 
river characteristics for irrigation and power schemes,                 
structural conditions and lithology success will not come.  

There is a popular saying that ñhalf knowledge is dangerousò but 
I would like to add ñhalf knowledge is disastrous as far as engi-
neering geology is concernedò. 
 
Special thanks are due to my Joint Secretaries for their support, 
particularly Sh. A. Chakraborty. Iôm also indebted to Editor, who 
has really worked tirelessly to bring out  publications of the                   
Society as well as Souvenir and Proceedings of International             
Conference held in October 2017 in time maintaining highest 
standards.   
 
Thus far it has been a wonderful journey with ISEG. As I say 
goodbye to you all, I will relish my association with this fabulous 
organization.  I have enjoyed every moment of my service to 
ISEG which brought me in contact with wonderful people who 
also became my best friends. 

Thanks and regards 

 

 
(Imran Sayeed)  
Secretary, ISEG  

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

(Continued From Page 1) 

With sincere regards 
 

 
(Ramesh Narain Misra)  

President, ISEG  
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ISEG MEMBERSHIP  

Indian Society of Engineering Geology (ISEG) 
is affiliated to International   Association of 

Engineering Geology and the Environment 
(IAEG). Membership for IAEG is annual. Any 

ISEG Member, who wishes to join IAEG with 
bulletin, may pay the required fee 29 Euros 
and without bulletin 4 Euros.   

 
In order to become IAEG Member, ISEG  

Members may pay the  membership fee in 
ISEG Bank Account through online transfer 

and fill the Registration form available on ISEG 
website www.isegindia.org indicating payment 
details and mail to Secretary. Bank details are 

given below: 
 

Name of the Bank: UCO Bank, GSI Branch,  
Aliganj, Lucknow 

Name of account:     óINDIAN.SOC.OF.ENG.ô 

Account Number:      90330200000045 
IFSC Code No. :         UCBA0002024 

¶ Admission fee (one time) 

    New Members : Rs. 1000/- 

¶ Institutional/Associate Membership 

(Annual) : Rs. 2000/ - 

¶ Individual Membership 

(i) Annual Membership : Rs. 500/- 

(ii) Life Membership 

For age < 35 years    : Rs. 5000/ - 

For age 35-50 years  : Rs. 4000/- 

For age > 50 years    : Rs. 3000/ - 
Membership forms available at www.isegindia.org  

IAEG MEMBERSHIP  

AWARD FOR  
BEST TECHNICAL TALK AT 

IAEG YOUNG ENGINEERING 
GEOLOGIST EVENT HELD IN 

KATHMANDU-NEPAL   
The only way to escape the 
corruptible effect of praise is to 
go on working.  

 
-: Albert Einstein 

Dear members, 
 
To create something new one has to give up 
the old so every new creation comes with a bit 
of heartbreak!!  
 
As I pen down the editorial for the last  issue 
of ISEG NEWS  under present Executive  
Council, reminiscence of past two years flash 
through my mind. This council had a very 
eventful and challenging term and I hope all 
life members shall be feeling contended by our              
performance and service rendered to the   
Society. With the blessings and encourage-
ment of our honorable President and guidance 
of Secretary,  ISEG, the Editorial team had 
tried its best to give supporting hand to the 
Executive Council in all of their endeavors. We 
had put grave efforts in bringing out various  
ISEG publications including Journal of                     
Engineering  Geology and ISEG News                            
un-interruptedly.  

 
The  Golden Jubilee Volume of the Journal of 
Engineering Geology and Abstract cum Souve-
nir Volume published during EGCON-2017 has 
been appreciated by one and all. International 
quality brochures & handouts were published 
for the International Conference and the GOP-
2017.           
 
Timely uploading of all  circulars and                    
brochures on ISEG websites have been the 
priority of the editorial team. Keeping in pace 
with the latest technology, exclusive ISEG 
pages and groups have been launched on 
social  media sites such as Facebook and 
LinkedIn for interacting with the members in 
more effective manner.  

Iôm extremely thankful to all the senior               
members of the Executive Council for their 
guidance and support. My deepest  gratitude to 
the Joint  Editor for constant help and assis-
tance.  

 
This issue in itself is indispensable as                        
it carries elaborate reports on two major 
events which ISEG organized this year very 
successfully viz., GOP-2017 and EGCON-2017 
along with the photographs. An interesting 
technical article on the deepest cut-off wall 
being executed at Polavaram  Multipurpose  
Project is also published. Iôm thankful to                 
Sh. B.D.  Patni for his contribution at a very 
short notice. This issue also carries a biography 
on Hans Cloos affectionately known as 
ñFounder of Geomechanicsò along with an  
interesting short article by Sh. Saikat Pal in the 
end. I hope the readers will find this issue of 
ISEG News informative as well as captivating. 
 

As the present council takes its coat off, I feel 
really indebted to all members of the Society 
and Executive Council for appreciating our  
efforts. Working as Joint Editor in previous 
Council and then as Editor of the Society in 
present Council has been a great learning               
experience. It has been a matter of  honor and 
privilege to wear the shoes of past editors who 
have been great luminaries. I had tried my 
best to sustain the prestige of ISEG publica-
tions and sincerely wish that in future also, the 
ISEG publications and websites will attain 
greatest admiration and praise. 

 
Iôll like to end with a humble thought: 
Weeds are flowers too, if you get to know 
themé 
All the best! 

Regards 
 

 
 

Rahul Khanna  
Editor, ISEG  

KEY DATES 

30 th  November, 2017    : Last date for receiving nominations  
8 th    December, 2017    : Last date for withdrawal of nominations, if any  

9 th    December,2017     : Scrutiny and acceptance of nominations and Declaration of nominations (for various 
posts) received (to be uploaded in ISEG website)  

11 th  December, 2017    : Issue of Voting/Ballot papers  
27 th December, 2017    : Last date for receiving duly filled in voting sips/papers  

30 th December, 2017    : Date of election (if required) & Counting and declaration of election results  
1st    January, 2018        : Date of New Body takes Charge  

ISEG ELECTION (FOR THE TERM 2018 -2019)  

Shri Mainak Ghosh Roy, Deputy             
Manager, NHPC has brought laurels 
to ISEG by winning Award for Best 
Technical Talk jointly with participant 
from New Zealand at Young                 
Engineering Geologist Event on 27th 
November 2017 held during 11th Asian 
Regional Conference of IAEG in               
Kathmandu, Nepal. 
 
Complements also to ISEG- the India                  
National Group of IAEG for sponsoring 
Shri Mainak Ghosh for the above 
event after selecting his abstract from 
a number of applicants. 

CONGRATULATIONS 



ISEG Delhi NCR Chapter under the aegis of ISEG has successfully 

conducted the annual Geotechnical Orientation Program (GOP-

2017) on 15th & 16th July, 2017 at Hotel Vibe, Lalit, Mathura Road, 

Faridabad. The program was specially designed for the young 

professionals engaged in various Civil Engineering, Mining and 

other Infrastructure development projects. The response to the 

Programme was overwhelming, in all 22 participants from 07  

organizations viz. NHPC Ltd., SJVNL, UJVNL, Northern Railways 

and private consultants viz., Geo consult , Sai GR Impex etc.  

attended the programme. The participants were from vivid              

professional background such as Geology, Geotechnical Engineer-

ing, Civil Engineering and Earthquake Engineering. The registra-

tion kit given to the participants included a book on Engineering 

in Rocks for Slopes, Foundations and Tunnels by T. Ramamurthy 

along with study materials, a field diary and basic geometrical 

stationary items necessary for field work in a back pack with logo 

of ISEG printed at top.  

 

Geotechnical Orientation Program (GOP-2017) was inaugurated 

by Shri. R.N. Misra, President ISEG & CMD SJVNL accompanied by 

Prof. K.S. Rao, IIT-Delhi, Shri. S. R. Roy, Executive Director NHPC 

and Shri. N. K. Mathur, Convener, ISEG Delhi NCR Chapter.              

President, ISEG also released April 2017 issue of ISEG News in 

presence of other dignitaries during the inauguration program.  

 

The two days Orientation Program contained 08 interactive              

lecture sessions and a field session. The lecture delivered by             

various speakers covered major aspects of engineering geology 

with   several case studies on tunneling, construction of road and              

railway bridges, dam construction, landslides, slope stability, rock 

mechanics, geodynamics, remote sensing etc. The first lecture 

was delivered by Prof. K.S. Rao wherein, starting from origin of 

Earth via plate tectonics and basics of engineering geology he 

voyaged the participants up to worldôs highest railway bridge  

under construction at the Udhampur - Srinagar-Baramulla rail link 

project. Further, the lecture series continued with a brief insight 

to ñGeodynamics of Himalayaò by Sh. Pradeep Sing, Director GSI 

then ñEngineering Geology in Disaster Mitigation/Managementò by 

Dr. V. K. Sharma Dy. DG, GSI (Retd.) followed by  lecture on 

ñLaboratory Testing of Intact Rocksò delivered by Dr. Hasan            

Abdullah, Director-CSMRS and ñInvestigation/Testing of naturally 

occurring construction materialsò by Shri. G. K. Vij, Scientist-D, 

CSMRS.  

 

The Second day of GOP started with the field work session within 

the outcrops of Aravali hills near Surajkund under the able               

guidance of Shri. N. K. Mathur, Ex-General Manager (Geotech), 

NHPC who was assisted by Shri. Vivek Sharma, DM (Geology), 

Shri. Mainak Roy Ghosh, DM (Geology) and Dr. Pranay Vikram 

Singh, AM (Geology) from NHPC. During the field session,               

participants were introduced to the basic concepts of geological 

mapping, process of geotechnical data collection for rock mass 

characterization and estimation of RMR values. Field session was 

followed by classroom session. The first lecture of Second day was 

delivered by  Dr. Rajbal Singh, Joint Director (Retd.) CSMRS on              

ñIn situ Testing of Rock mass and usefulnessò. It was followed by   

lecture on ñApplication of Geophysics in Engineering Projectsò by 

Shri. S. L. Kapil, General Manager (Geotech), NHPC. Third lecture 

of the day was delivered by Shri. Rahul Khanna,  Manager 

(Geology), NHPC on ñApplication of Geotechnical Software in           

Engineering Geological Studiesò. The last lecture on ñRemote  

Sensing Studies in Engineering Geologyò was delivered by Sh.  

Anish Mohan, Assistant Manager (Geology), NHPC. Even though 

the classroom session covered highly diverse topics but due to 

interactive nature of speakers, the participants were immensely 

involved and appreciated the proactive approach of the speakers.  

 

The last session involved hands-on exercises on geological maps, 

sections and  stereo-net. This session was highly interactive where 

participants could freely discuss their problems with the faculty 

members.  

ISEG ORGANISES GEOTECHNICAL ORIENTATION 
PROGRAMME (GOP) - 2017 AT FARIDABAD  

N. K. MATHUR  
Ex General Manager, NHPC Ltd 
Course Coordinator, GOP-2017 
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Photograph 1 & 2:  Shri R.N. Misra, President ISEG lightening lamp and welcoming all participants 

during the Inauguration function of GOP -2017  

Contd... on Page-05 

Photograph 3 : Shri R.N. Misra, President ISEG releasing April 2017 issue 

of ISEG News 


